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Why should you be a Communist ? 

Because on/y t/ie Communist Party can — 
unite the working class to lead the nation to 
victory over Hitler and his Allies; 
organise Britain's total resources at the side of 
the Soviet Union, America and China; 
combat the reactionary political forces which 
oppose the creation of a Second Front on the 
Continent of Europe; 
. expose and overcome vested interests standing 
in the way of maximum production ; 
work as true allies of the people of other lands 9 
who are led by their own Communist Parties 
against Hitler; 

make friendship between Britain and Russia of 
lasting and permanent value; 
ensure that the great sacrifices of today are not 
made in vain ; 

fight for a win-thc-war policy that will also win 
the peace* 

This is because the Communist Party — 

represents all the interests of the working class; 
blends together the needs and aims of each 
section of the working class into a powerful 
unified policy; 

is guided by the experience of the working class, 
and the scientific theory based on it, known 
as Marxism ; 

strives to raise the working class — which is the 
majority of the population — into the position of 
ruling class ; 

aims to build a Socialist Britain. 



* 



The world at war. Nearly six years ago, Stalfn, 
during an interview in Moscow with Roy Howard, the 
famous American journalist, said : 

" There are two focal points of war danger; one in the 
Far East, in the zone of Japan; the second in the zone 
of Germany. It is difficult to say which is the most 
menacing war danger. They both exist and both are 
smouldering." * 

Today, those smouldering fires, which could have been 
put out if the people had recognised the danger in time, 
have swallowed the world in flame. They have spread 
from end to end of Europe. They rage in Africa, in the 
Pacific, the Atlantic, the Arctic, the China Seas. There 
is not a corner of the world where the heat of this fire 
is not felt. There is hardly a spot where the flames arc 
not actually burning. 

The most dangerous enemy. Nazi Germany, 
with its hideous creed of plunder, brute force and lies, 
is striving, with all its unscrupulous cunning, to crush 
the world beneath its iron heel. 

It has built up the most formidable mechanised force 
that history has ever seen. It is assisted by its jackal 
allies, Italy and Japan, and its puppet traitor Govern- 
ments, who are animated by the same monstrous hatred 
for the laws of civilisation and the aspirations of the 
human race, as their taskmaster. Hitler. 

They will stop at nothing to gain their ends. 

Mighty forces on freedom's side. But the 

peoples of the world have risen up against them, led 
by Britain, the Soviet Union, the United States and 
China, in a mighty anti-Nazi coalition, whose power, 
when used all-out. can outstrip and crush the Nazis. 

The most powerful campaign of explanation must be 
conducted throughout Britain, so that every man and 
woman understands, in its full meaning, what is at 
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stake. They must be inspired with that passionate 
hatred for Hitler, and that burning, fighting spirit that 
imbues the millions of Soviet Russia. 

And they must understand the price that will have to 
be paid for failure to act swiftly enough or to recognise 
in time the peril in which Britain, and the rest of the 
world, stands today. 

It is to organise this campaign, and to rouse Britain's 
people so that our full resources are used in this world- 
wide alliance of democratic nations against slavery, that 
the Communist Party is devoting all its efforts. 

Doubts. It would be idle to deny that most people 
are seriously troubled in their minds when they consider 
the size of the tasks before them, and compare these 
with the present state of the war effort. 

They are disturbed at the luke-warmness with which 
at least two Ministers greeted the Alliance with Russia, 
and the open hostility shown by a number of others to 
the suggestion that a Second Front should be created on 
the Continent of Europe. 



Their own working conditions and wages, which, in 
so many cases, are totally inadequate to ensure the 
maximum productive capacity, give rise to feelings 
which blunt their enthusiasm. 

And, in the background, but colouring the thoughts 
of all is the question : " Will the world, after Hitler is 
defeated, really be a better place to live in — or will we 
have to put up with the same conditions as those which 
followed the last war}" 

Is there a solution? Is there a solution to these 
questions? Is there some way by which we can achieve 
all that is necessary for winning the war, and at the same 
time, guarantee that we shall win the peace that 
follows it? 

The Communist Party declares that there is a solution 



to these questions. Arid it is confident that its policy for 
winning the war will lay the basis for building a brave 
new world after it. 

National and International Unity. It should, by 
now, be more than obvious that fascism gained its 
victories in the past because of disunity between nations 
and divisions within them. 

For this reason, the Communist Party aims to bring 
about national and international unity amongst all 
people and all countries which are against Hitlensm, no 
matter what their individual reasons may be. 

It therefore supports and sustains the National 
Government, and at the same time fights that minority 
whose continued presence in Governmental positions 
disrupts national unity and retards the efTorts of the 
British people. It calls for measures which will enable 
peoples in other countries, such as India and Ireland, 
to unite with us more firmly. In this connection, the 
release of Nehru, the Indian Congress leader, from 
prison, as a result of public feeling, is a step forward, 
which shows that increased pressure can bring about 
further improvements. 

In a recent letter to the members of the Labour Party, 
Trade Unions and Co-operative Movement, the Com- 
munist Party pointed out the urgent " need to unite in 
one great common effort the activities of all people who . 
desire Hitler's defeat," and called on the leaders of these 
organisations to " encourage, assist and take part in 
every kind of common movement aimed at strengthen- 
ing the Anglo-Soviet Alliance". . . " embracing' every 
section of the people without regard to political or 
religious opinions." 

The only road. Unity between all classes, all 
parties and all sections of the people in Britain, and 
between the peoples of Britain, Europe, America, India, 
China and the Soviet Union, will enable us all to exert 



our maximum effort and to strike our weightiest blows 
together against the common enemy. This is the only 
road to victory. 

Now this may sound very obvious. But it is one thing 
to understand and be able to put forward a correct 
policy; it is quite another matter to achieve it in practice. 

Sectional Interests. For although it is true 
that all classes of people are threatened by Hitlerism, 
and should therefore pool their efforts and resources 
for the fight, it would be foolish to shut our eyes to 
the difficulties in the way. 

We live in a capitalist country, composed of 
•different classes of people, each with their own 
sectional interests. At this moment, Nazi Germany 
threatens all of them, and brings them together as 
allies. 

But it is no easy matter to get them to put aside 
all their sectional interests and to concentrate on 
winning the war. 

Private Ownership. All our raw materials, 
ships, factories, transport, etc., are owned privately by 
a small proportion of the people, the capitalist class. The 
fact that the Railways, for instance, have been taken 
over by the Government " for the duration," does not 
alter this: for the Railway-owners are guaranteed 
^43,000,000 profit every year, which is considerably 
more than they made before the war. And in any case, 
the Managers and Directors are the same as before. 

The capitalist class is composed of individuals who 
are accustomed to allow their raw materials or factories 
to be used only when they are paid a large reward in the 
form of profits. If profits are not good enough, they 
threaten either to hold up supplies or to shut down their 
factories until they are able to get a better return for 
their money. This, of course, happened quite frequently 
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before the war, and there have been instances of it since, 
such as in the tin plate and steel industries. 

Some capitalists arc so concerned with what might 
happen to their businesses after the war, that they fail 
to put their whole efforts into winning it. Some big 
monopoly capitalists and wealthy reactionary land- 
owners regard the possibility of defeat for Hitler with 
uneasiness; because although Germany's victory would 
put them out of business, they do not relish the prospect 
of complete freedom for the peoples of Europe which 
defeat for Germany would bring. 

It is obvious, therefore, that despite their, desire to 
defeat Germany, many capitalists, as they did in the war 
of 1 9 14-18, inevitably tend to put profits before 
production. Nor can they be expected to be so whole- 
heartedly in favour of international unity against Hitler, 
because of their fears for the future. 



Backbone of the Nation. But even if all the 
capitalists donned the wings of virtue, and ceased to 
worry about percentages and profits, they would be 
unable to achieve victory against Germany by themselves 
alone. r 

Without the working class, who are the majority of 
the population, they would be helpless. For it is Britain's 
wording men and women, whose labour power, s/yll, 
technical ability and courage create and use the sinews 
of war. 

They mine the coal that fires our furnaces on land 
and sea. They bring materials for arms across the 
oceans. They fashion metals into shells, guns, tanks 
and planes. They till the soil. They weave our clothes. 
They bear the arms that their fathers, brothers, mothers 
and sisters produce. 

They are the human capital, the backbone, of the 



The World Depends on the Workers. Today, 
more than even before, the destiny of mankind depends 
on the workers by hand and brain in Britain and 
throughout the world. 

Unlike some of the capitalists, the workers can be 
in no two minds as to where they stand in this war. 
For them, Hitler's victory spells slavery, and years of 
bloody struggle for freedom under the most difficult 
circumstances imaginable. 

But defeat for Hitler means more than the preserva- 
tion of life and liberty. It means releasing the peoples 
of Europe from bondage, restoring trade unionism and 
working-class organisations where they have been 
destroyed, and opening the way to the possibility of 
great advances for all mankind. 

That is why the working class, which, remember, 
U the majority of the population, is the only force in this 
country capable of giving its undivided, loyal and 
resolute attention to the task of organising the gigantic 
resources of Britain, to the full, all out, against the 
Nazis. 

And, for the same reasons, the working class must 
be united, inspired and led in such a way, that it becomes 
the solid, unshakeable foundation of national unity, 
rallying around itself all other sections of the people, 
and taking them forward to the goal of victory. 

" After the War." But some workers are not 
unnaturally worried about what may happen after the 
war. They, or their fathers, had some bitter experi- 
ences in the past, and they hold back for fear that these 
will be repeated in the future. 

How can they be certain, that they will not be swindled 
again: 

Obviously, if they hold back, they are weakening the 
war effort, in one way or another, and therefore helping 
Hider. 
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But if they enter wholeheartedly into the job of 
building up that fighting, united strength of the working 
class, which is essential for the defeat of Hitler, they will 
thereby be creating a force strong enough to cope with 
any home-grown fascists, or other reactionaries, who 
wish to repeat the crimes of the past when the war 
is won. 

Our great organisations. The working class in 
Britain possesses large and powerful organisations. 
There are about 5,000,000 mejnbers in trade unions, 
8,000,000 in the Co-operatives, and 2,500,000 in the 
Labour Party and its affiliated bodies. 

In Europe, where the Nazis have either destroyed 
these organisations altogether, or put them under control 
of officials faithful to their Nazi masters, the struggle of 
the workers continues, but under penalty of death or 
imprisonment. 

Obviously, strong trade unions are essential for the 
success and welfare of the working class. But the 
strength of a trade union depends not only on the 
number of its members, but also on their activity as trade 
unionists, their understanding of the aims of the word- 
ing class, and their wholehearted co-operation with the 
workers of other countries. 

Limitations. At present, most trade unions are far 
from meeting these requirements. And, because they 
represent the interests of different sections of the 
workers, individual unions often come into conflict with 
each other. 

The Co-operatives also perform an invaluable service 
for the working class. But how much more could be 
done were the majority of their members active in some 
way or other, helping forward the aims of the whole 
working class, instead of only being shoppers! 

The Labour Party has developed mainly as an 
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electoral organisation, concerning itself chiefly with 
Parliamentary and Municipal matters and minor 
reforms. These, of course, are very important. But the 
most sincere members of the Labour Party themselves 
feel how limited their work is. This is not only a 
question of Transport House restrictions, but of the 
character and aims of their organisation. 

The power in our hands. These observations are 
not made in order to minimise the importance of trade 
union and other labour organisations. On the contrary, 
they are intended to demonstrate that the workers have 
an enormous power; but that it is still very largely 
unused in a conscious effort to advance their own 
interests. 

Provided that sectional differences can be overcome, 
and that a correct policy and leadership is applied, this 
latent power can be transformed into a mighty force, 
capable, not only of leading the nation to victory over 
Hitlerism, but also of changing the whole world for the 
better. # 

The Communist Party. It is precisely this kind 
of policy and leadership which only the Communist 
Party is able to supply. This is because the Communist 
Party represents and fights for the interests of the 
working class as a whole. It does not permit sectional 
interests of some workers to conflict with those of all 
workers. It blends together the needs and aspirations 
of all into a single, unified, pattern and policy. 
j The policy it puts forward aims to unite the workers 
for their immediate interests (the defeat of Hitlerism) 
and, at the same time, for their future interests (the 
establishment of socialism). 

It gives leadership, not by issuing instructions, or by 
making flamboyant promises, but by helping the 
workers to sense their own power, and to learn the way 
forward as a result of their own experiences. 

• 
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In this way, the workers overcome teelings or help- 
lessness, which arc formed by the habit of waiting for 
leadership from "someone on high," and acquires, 
instead, a spirit of confidence in its own ability. 

It applies its policy, not only by participating in 
Parliamentary elections or Municipal matters, or in the 
trade i -non branch or co-operative organisation, but in 
all places where men and women live and work. And 
it regards the organisation of its members in factories, 
or transport depots, or pits, or any other place where 
the wheels of production are turning, as the most im- 
portant aspect of its manifold branches of activity. 



If you agree. // you agree that the future of 
humanity depends on the defeat of Hitlerism, and that 
the working class must exert its utmost and united 
efforts to achieve this; if you agree that the future must 
see the spread of socialism over the world; if you agree 
that mankind's destiny depends on the way in which the 
working class is united today; then you must agree that 
the Communist Party is Britain's most vital and 
important weapon. 

By becoming a member of the Communist Party 
yourself, and by inviting others to join it, you will be 
doing the most patriotic service to your fellow country- 
men, and at the same time strengthening the bonds of 
friendship between the workers of Britain and those of 
the world. 

For the larger the Communist Party becomes, and the 
greater its influence, the more rapidly will we be able 
to organise the total resources of the nation for the 
speediest possible victory, and go forward, after this ; s 
achieved, to build the kind of world that the majority 
of the people require. . - 

Today, none can escape the consequences of this war. 
Your life, your future, the lives of those you love, the 
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very existence of humanity, everything you cherish is at 
stake. 

Come into the Communist Party, and work with us 
in the spirit of Lenin's famous declaration: "Man's 
dearest possession is life; and since it is given him to live 
but once, he must so live as to feel no torturing regrets 
for years without purpose; so live, as not to be seared 
with the shame of a cowardly and trivial past; so live, 
that dying, he can say : 1 All my life and all my strength 
were given to the finest cause in the world — the libera- 
tion of mankind V 

By uniting and strengthening the working class for 
the fight today, we are making certain that they will be 
able to defend their interests in the future, until the time 
when they are sufficiently strong to establish their own 
rule, and to build up their own, Socialist, State. 

Our Final Aim, For the final aim of the Com- 
munist Party is the establishment of a Socialist system 
of society, and to develop this to its highest stage, 
Communism. 

To achieve socialism, Hitlerite Germany, which seeks 
to drag humanity back to the Dark Ages, must be 
destroyed; and the British working class must be 
strengthened, so that they can go forward, with the 
workers of other lands, to create conditions which will 
enable socialism to be established throughout the world. 

- 

The Liberties we have. But even our present 
stage of society was not achieved without struggle. ' In 
Britain, a revolution took place in the early seventeenth 
Century, when the power of the feudal and landed 
aristocracy was taken over by the new capitalist class. 

The new system, was fought for behind -the slogans 
of liberty and equality. The period was one in which 
poets and writers and new leaders of "men arose to defend 
the freedom of man. And certainly, the new era 
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destroyed many of the autocratic and cruel methods by 
which Britain had previously been governed. 

But this revolution only went part of the way. The ,, 
power of State was transferred from one set of private 
owners to another. 

The new, capitalist owners, used the freedom for 
themselves, and it was clear that the common people , 
would have to continue the struggle if they were to 
defend or add to the few rights which they possessed. j 

That is how the working-class movement started. It 
began in Britain, and the workers of other countries 
followed our lead. Marx and Engels, who first wove 
the history of working-class struggle into a science, 
learned much from the experiences of the British 
working class. 

As industry developed, the workers improved their 
organisations so that they could safeguard their rights 
under the new conditions. But they learned that 
complete freedom could only be won when they became 
strong enough to take State power into their own hands, 
and, by abolishing the rule of the big capitalists — the 
tiny minority of the population — establish socialism, 
and run things for the benefit of the people as a whole. 

It was to do this that the Communist Party was 
founded. 

Socialism. Under Socialism, there is real demo- 
cracy for the people. The development of productive 
resources, obstructed today by considerations of profit, 
is taken enormously forward. The utilisation of 
scientific knowledge, locked up in the safes of privately- ■ 
owned monopolies, is unleashed for the benefit of every 
citizen^ 

Because Socialism is the method of organising a 
country so that all the means of production — the 

factories, transport, the land, and so on — are owned, 

T2 



not by individuals for making profit, but by the people, 
who use them to increase human happiness and welfare. 

Socialism is the next, logical and inevitable stage 
forward from capitalism in the development of human 
society; whereas Fascism drags capitalism back to the 
worst forms of feudalistic enslavement, in which art, 
" science and production are bent to the twisted will of 
the degenerate monsters who rule. 

The Strongest System. " / have gazed into the 
future'' said a famous American writer on his return 
from the Soviet Union, " And it worI{s" Millions of 
people can now see, before their own eyes, the 
advantages of the Socialist system. Even after so brief a 
period as twenty-four years, the Soviet peoples have 
achieved marvels of construction which have astonished 
the world. When Hitler attacked them, there was no 
delay in placing the entire country in all its vastness 
(it occupies one-sixth of the earth's surface) on a total 
war-footing. 

The strength of the Soviet Union, the supreme heights 
of sacrifice to which its people have risen, the magnificent 
courage and equipment of its fighting forces, and the 
absence of even a single Quisling in a land of nearly 
two hundred million people, are proof that Socialism 
is a better and a stronger system than capitalism under 
which we live in Britain today. 

Rightful inheritors. Only the working class can 
achieve this great step forward for humanity. They are 
the natural and rightful inheritors of all that they have 
built up through the centuries. It is their sacrifices 
which will save the world from the barbarity of 
Hitlerism. They are the majority of the population. 
They can be united because they have common interest* 
and because their whole history is one long story o! 
co-operation. They are the class destined to take power. 

When the time comes, the people of Britain will be 
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able to take this step forward. We will start with greater 
advantages than the Russians. We have a well-developed 
industry. Our working class is highly skilled and well- 
educated compared with the backward masses of illiterate 
Tsarist Russia. 

And we live in a period in which Socialism is no 
longer a dream, but in which millions have learned, by 
their own experience, the advantages which this system 
of society possesses over all others : for they have seen 
its results in the Soviet Union. 

Communism. After Socialism has been firmly 
established it will be possible to proceed to the highest 
stage of human society, Communism. All traces of 
capitalist " hang-overs " will be removed. The abolition 
of private ownership of the means of production will do 
away with the exploitation of man by man. 

Work will become a necessity of life, in which all will 
share for ihe good of nil. There will be no distinction 
between brain and manual workers, because the 
abundance of goods will enable everyone to live a full 
and cultured life. The last traces of inequality between 
the sexes will go. Men and women will share as 
partners and comrades in the happy labour of creating 
the new civilisation. 

For young people, life will present a glorious vista of 
opportunity. Education will be free for all, and the 
doors of the universities open to all. 

The development of the productive resources of the 
world Communist society will make it possible to raise 
the well-being of the whole human race, and to reduce 
to a minimum the time* devoted to material production. 
In consequence, culture, art, music, science and literature 
will flourish as never before, because the people will be 
able to participate in their development. 

This new civilisation, created all over the world, will 
unite the people of every race and nation for the 'first 

^ 



time in history, and will enable them to live together 
in harmony and peace. 

Communism will raise men and women to the full 
dignity and stature of ^ human beings, and will release 
all the pent-up creative energy latent in them for the 
benefit of the whole of mankind. 

Science in the service of the working class. In 

all its work the Communist Party is guided by the 
science of socialism, founded by Karl Marx and 
Frederick Engels. This provides the working class with 
a scientific view of the world and the development of 
society. - - ' 

Like all sciences, it does not and cannot stand still, but 
develops and perfects itself as new experiences and more 
knowledge are gained. It was elaborated by Lenin 
during the period in which he led the Russian people 'to 
victory over Tsarism and to the establishment of 
working-class rule. 

Today Stalin is its greatest living exponent, and has 
added very considerably to this science of ihe working- 
class movement, out of the experiences of the workers of 
ihe world in a period in which Socialism has been 
established over one-sixth of it. 

Scientific method. How does a scientist go about 
his work? He equips himself with the knowledge 
accumulated by past experience, examines the particular 
problem before him, works out his solution to that 
problem, and then tests it in practice. The lessons he 
learns prove or disprove the correctness of his solution, 
but, in any case, add to the total knowledge possessed by 
his branch of science. 

Consider, for instance, the work of an aircraft designer. 
Before he starts to design a new type of airplane, he is 
already equipped with the experience and knowledge of 
past designers. This gives him certain guiding prin- 
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ciples. He then considers what kind ot work the new 
airplane will be wanted for, the materials at his disposal 
and the labour available, and after examining all these 
details, he works out, in theory, the design for his new 
aircraft. 

If the tests of scale models are satisfactory, a large-scale 
type is built, and this is tested. If some defect becomes 
apparent, this proves that there was something wrong 
with his theory, and future designs will benefit by this 
lesson. But on the other hand, if his design is success- 
ful, the science of aircraft construction will have made a 
step forward, and future workers will benefit as a result. 

Exactly the same method is used by scientific socialists. 
Their guiding principles are the accumulated experience 
and knowledge of the working-class movement of the 
past and present. They determine what the facts of any 
given situation actually are; then they determine what 
must be done to advance the cause of the people in that 
given situation; and, thirdly, they determine how this 
can be done, and they test their decisions in practice. It 
is this method which distinguishes the Communist Party 
from other working-class organisations. 

There is no conflict between the Communist Party's 
words and deeds, nor could there be. It does not say one 
thing, and do another. Neither is it content merely to 
say what ought to be done. On the contrary, when it puts 
forward a policy, it bends every energy to see that this is 
carried out, and that its members set a personal example. 

In other words, the Communist Party has nothing in 
common with " armchair socialists," but, on the con- 
trary, it resolutely brushes aside the kind of imaginings 
and wishful thinkings that flourish especially in times 
like these, in order that its policy can be based on actual 
facts. It is therefore able to put forward demands and 
slogans which correspond with reality, and a policy 
which i he majority of the people can understand and 
support. 



Working-class strategy and tactics. Now the 

policy of the Communist Party is one which aims to 
unite the workers for their immediate, present-day 
interests and at the same time, helps to lead forward to 
the final goal of socialism. 

This is known as strategy and tactics, and may be 
compared with those of a commander engaged in 
battle. His final aim is the defeat of the enemy, fnd his 
strategy must be worked out in accordance with this 
But during the course of the war, it may be necessary," 
tor tactical reasons, to capture a village here, or to make 
a retreat there. 

These moves are not ends in themselves, but must 
torm part of the whole strategic plan. The skilful com- 
mander is one who understands how to relate such 
tactical manoeuvres to the ultimate goal, and how to 
weave them into the pattern of his strategy. 

It would be the very opposite of skilful Generalship to 
rest content with the capture of a small village, or to 
take a region whose capture could play no part in gain- 
ing the final victory. Tobruk is an excellent example 
ot a tactical move which was related to the strategy of 
the war in Africa. 6/ 

In a similar way, the " capture " of better productive 
methods, or better working conditions, although essen- 
ial tor increased output, are not ends in themselves 
but are part of .working-class strategy to gain a victory 
over H.tlensm so as to advance further along the road 
to the ultimate victory— the establishment of socialism 
To carry the military example further, the commander 
also looks for Allies, and would be very foolish indeed 
it he did not do so. He disposes his forces in accordance 
with his strategy. He decides where they should be 
concentrated at any given moment, so that their full 
weight can be flung against his main enemy. 

In the same way, leadership of the working class 
mvolvrs the ability to be able to determine which is the 
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main enemy "at any given moment, how allies can be 
won against that enemy, and where the main blows of 
the working-class forces should be concentrated. 

Allies of the working class. Without any 
question, the main enemy of the working class at this 
period of history is Hitler Germany. Against it, the 
main blows of the working class of the whole world 
must be directed. And, as Allies in the struggle, the 
working class wins the assistance of all who are against 
Hitler, no matter what their reasons for being against 
him may be. 

It is not enough to wait for Allies, or to hope for their 
assistance. It is necessary to win them, and in this 
struggle against Hitler, the British working class has the 
responsibility for winning the greatest possible number 
of Allies to its side. 

In Britain, Allies of the working class today are the 
very great majority of the people. The small minority 
who are not Allies are those would-be Quislings, 
opponents of the Alliance with Russia, and individuals 
who desire to come to terms with Nazism. There is also 
a group of Trotskyist phrasemongc-ing disrupters who 
cover up their fascist activities behind the pretence of 
being " socialists," who hold up production and try to 
prevent Britain winning the war. 

These groupings must be fought by the working class, 
so that the nation can be purged of their restrictive 
influence and sabotage, and, in this way, strengthen the 
national unity of the people around a stronger Govern- 
ment. 

International unity of the working class. The 

old socialist call "Workers of all lands, unite!" was 
never so important as it is today. 

For the same reasons that workers in a particular 
town, or factory, must see their problems and needs in 

18 



relation to those of the workers throughout the country, 
and overcome sectional interests, so also must the 
workers of Britain relate their needs to those of the 
workers throughout the world. 

Obviously, one must see what has to he done on a 
world scale, so that peoples in all lands can be united 
for the common cause. We should be foolish indeed 
were we not to recognise what is happening abroad! 
This may be rather obvious today, but it was not always 
so apparent to everyone. 

If it had been, Mr. Chamberlain could not have 
evaded the demand for entering into an Alliance of all 
democratic nations against Hitler before the war. Nor 
could he have sacrificed Czechoslovakia, whose war 
equipment alone was equivalent to two years of British 
rearmament. 

The pqpple were tricked, because, although they were 
sorry for Czechoslovakia, they hoped that the Munich 
Pact would keep them out of the war. 

They were soon disillusioned, and they have learned, 
through their own experience, that to defend one's own 
interests, one must also defend those of the peoples' of 
other lands. 



Not new. This internationalism is fundamental lo 
the Communist Party's principles. It has not suddenly 
been acquired because of Britain's present perils, nor 
will it be discarded when the immediate dangers are 
over. 

Ever since there has been a Communist Party, it has 
been guided by the spirit of international brotherhood. 
It can proudly point to its efforts on behalf of Spain's 
courageous people, and to the honoured names of nearly 
400 of its members whose bodies lie in Spanish soil, 
killed in action with the International Brigade against 
fascism; and to the continuous work it has carried out on 
behalf of the Chinese and Indian peoples, and indeed of 
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all nations and races striving for freedom and self- 
determination. 

Above all, it is proud of its staunch support and ex- 
planation for the policy of Soviet Russia, which it has 
defended through thick and thin and in the teeth of 
some of the most vicious campaigns of lies and mis- 
representations. It was because the Communist Party 
understood the meaning of international brotherhood 
that it fought, sometimes alone, through all these years 
for an Alliance with the Soviet Union. 

Patriotism. Today it is easy to see that true 
patriotism means defending the interests of the workers 
in other lands as well as those of one's own. 

The Soviet peoples, for example, are intensely 
patriotic; but they are conscious — as they always have 
been — that they are fighting for themselves an^l also for 
the peoples throughout the world. One might say that 
their great Socialist achievements, for which they sacri- 
ficed and struggled, were carried out, not only for them- 
selves, but also to demonstrate to the world the 
advantages of this system of society. 

As Frederick Engels foresaw, more than half a century 
ago, " The members of such a society, will, in case of a 
war . . . have a real country to defend, a real home. . . . 
They will therefore fight with a spirit, an endurance, a 
fearlessness, before which the mechanical schooling of 
the modern armies must scatter like chaff." 

That brand of patriotism which is limited only to the 
defence of the interests of one's own country, without 
regard to the needs of the peoples of other countries, is 
not patriotism at all, but a narrow selfishness. 

Communists love their country. That is why they 
dedicate themselves to the task of creating the only 
system of society which will end unemployment, poverty 
and want, and make wars totally impossible. For the 
same reason, they are guided by principles of inter- 
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nationalism, so that the workers of all lands can unite in 
brotherhood for their common salvation. 

Throughout the world. There are more than 60 
Communist Parties in the world. They each organise 
their own people for their national interests, and at the 
same time for those of the working class of the world. 

Today all can see the justification for internationalism. 
The Communist Parties are in the thick of the fight in 
every country, in the front ranks against the worst enemy 
of man, the Nazis, and their allies. 

In France, the French Communist Party leads the 
people to slow up the Nazi war machine and to destroy 
ammunition dumps and supply trains. In China, the 
Chinese Communist Party shares the responsibility of 
Government with General Chiang Kai-shek, and 
organises the peoples' great resistance against the 
Japanese jackals. In Germany, the heroic German 
Communist Party, after all these years of bitter persecu- 
tion, in which it has lost many of its finest sons, remains 
unbroken and unbowed, fighting under the most diffi- 
cult conditions, within the Nazi stronghold itself, for the 
true cause of the German people and the destruction of 
Hitler and his fascist system. 

And in those countries which are allied with us, the 
Communist Parties kindle the fighting spirit of the 
people and gear up the productive efforts to the utmost. 

One can say, with confidence, that working-class inter- 
nationalism will dig fascism its grave. 

Your place. This brief oudine of the principles 
and aims of the Communist Party today, and in the 
future, should help you to understand why it is so im- 
portant for you to become one of its members, and to 
bring your friends into its ranks. 

The Communist Party belongs to the people. It 
arises out of their needs. It continues the finest tradi- 



tions of the British peoples' striving for progress and 
liberty. It belongs to you, to the working class, to the 

nation., 

Organisation essential. Some who agree with us, 
have thought, in the past, that they could work for 
socialism just as well even although they were not 
actually members of our Party. But surely the events of 
the past months have taught us that if one desires to 
accomplish anything, one must organise and become 
equipped with all the necessary weapons. 

In the military field, ten thousand courageous men, 
acting independently of each other, undisciplined, un- 
organised and poorly equipped, can be routed with ease 
by a small force of disciplined, trained and well-equipped 
troops. The same holds true for the political field. 

The Communist Party provides the only means 
whereby the working class of Britain can become trained, 
equipped, organised and disciplined into a force that 
today will utterly destroy the Nazis and their friends, 
and that tomorrow will go forward to the establishment 

of Socialism and happiness for humanity. 

* 

Comradeship. The comradeship found in the 
Communist Party is based on the fact that its members 
are united by common aims, understand the objectives 
for which they are working, and are therefore prepared 
to act in a disciplined way which is all the stronger be- 
cause it is self-imposed. --• • g 

The manner in which the Communist Party is 
organised enables the'wh'ole membership to. work as one 
man. When the situation is one in which a new policy 
Is requited, the matter is "thrashed out fn discussion by 
every member. In this way the /experience of all can' be 
brought to bear in arriving at a correct policy, and more- 
over, when it is decided upon, it will be understood, and 
therefore acted upon by all the members, 
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It is because the best discipline is that which arises from 
understanding and conviction in the cause for which one 
is fighting that the Communist Party must, of necessity, 
be a thoroughly democratic organisation. 

This is not to say that it is in any way a " talking 
shop." On the contrary, once policy is decided upon by 
the majority, it becomes operative for all members. 

Religion no bar. The doors of the Communist 
Party are open to all who desire to advance the 
cause of the British people, and of the peoples of the 
world. There is no bar against religion. Whether you 
are a worker in a factory or office, or a professional 
worker, or a housewife, or belong to the Civil Defence 
Services, or whatever it is that you do, you will be wel- 
comed into the Communist Party and shown how best 
you can serve what Lenin described as the " finest cause 
in the world— the liberation of mankind." 

There are only three stipulations which the Com- 
munist Party makes of those who desire to join it. They 
must be prepared to pay dues regularly (3d. per week), 
support the policy of the Party, and belong to one of its 
branches or groups to help to carry out the policy 
amongst their associates to the best of their capacity. 

You should play your part. Look around the 
world. The Nazi tyrants are inflicting hideous 
tortures and sufferings on men, women and children. 
They have ceased to be human, but have degenerated 
into creatures lower even than the most brutish animals. 
It is this loathsome force which is trying, by every means 
in its power, to master the world, and to drag humanity 
back to an existence worse even than death. 

But against them has arisen the common people of 
the world. Against the Nazi creed of dictatorship and 
slavery is matched the courage, endurance and the 
passion for freedom of the men and women of Europe, 
Britain, the Soviet Union, America and China. 

n 
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Sec the giant strides which the Soviet peoples have 
made since, they embarked on their glorious new way 
of life little more than a score of years ago. They have 
been led by the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, 
whose work and wisdom are the salvation of humanity. 
Never were we so proud of our Soviet comrades as we 
are today! 

Do you wonder that the Russian people fight like men 
inspired in defence of their new way of life? Or that 
throughout the world, working men and women are 
being roused to unprecedented heights by such a 
magnificent example? 

But we, too, can achieve these miracles. We, too, 
can end human suffering. We can make nature man's 
servant and the machine his slave. We can help to 
build that brave new world which men have dreamed 
of through the centuries, and whose glorious first out- 
post has been established in the Soviet Union. 

■ 

Come into the Communist Party. Do your share to 
organise the mighty forces of Britain for victory over 
Hitlerism. Lay the foundations, in the sweat and toil 
of today, for the new world that will, must, and shall 
be built, in the years that are to come. 




Turn to page 31 for your Application Form. 

— — __ 
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How the Communist Party 

is Organised 

Membership. Any person eighteen years of age or 
more, regardless of race, sex, colour or religious belief 
is eligible for membership. 

-A Party member is one who accepts the programme 
of the Party, who is prepared to become a member of 
a Branch and attend its meetings, who pays membership 
dues regularly and is active in some form of Party work. 

New members can be accepted by any Party group, 
but application forms must be endorsed by the Branch! 

It is the duty of all members who are eligible, to 
belong to their trade union or professional association. 

• 

Membership Dues. i/- per month for employed 
members; 4d. per month for unemployed members and, 
where necessary, for housewives or other members at 
the discretion of the Branch Committee. One-third of 
the dues collected go to the Branch, one-third to the 
District Committee, and one-third to Headquarters. 

In addition, an International Levy of 3d. per quarter 
must be paid by every member and remitted to Head 
quarters. 

Members more than three months in arrears with dues 
must personally be informed by a representative of the 
Branch Committee. Failure to meet arrears results in 
the lapsing of membership. 

No compulsory financial levy can be imposed on the 
members except with the express permission of the 
Central Committee. 

Rights and duties of members. It is the right 
Aid duty of every member to participate in making and 
deciding the policy of the Communist Party, and in 
electing its leading committees. And it is the duty of 
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every Communist Party body or Committee to report 
on its activities to the members. 

This gives the Communist Party a thoroughly 
democratic character, and enables the members to act in 
a united and disciplined way: because the strongest 
discipline is that which is self-imposed, and which 
springs from the conviction in the correctness of the 
cause for which one is fighting. 

On all questions, the majority vote is decisive, and 
after a decision is taken, it becomes binding on all 
members. 

Members who do not agree with a political decision of 
a Party organisation or Committee, have the right to put 
forward their views and to appeal against that decision at 
a higher Party organisation or Committee, and may 
carry the appeal to the Central Committee and the 
National Congress. They may also take the matter up 
with the Control Commission, one of whose functions 
is to investigate complaints made by individual members, 
Branches or Committees. 

Thus a member of the Communist Party who dis- 
agrees with policy or considers that there is some serious 
shortening in the work of the organisation to which he 
belongs, is able to lodge a complaint or put forward his 
views at the District Committee, the Control Commis- 
sion, the Central Committee, and, finally, at the 
National Congress. The decision of the latter is final. 

While the appeal is pending, the majority decision of 
the Party must be carried out by all members. 

Discussions of the matter must not be allowed to 
divert the atention of the Party from its main work.* 

Members serving on public bodies or standing for 
public office must act in consultation with the Party. 

Members are expected to take the fullest advantage* 
of the widespread educational facilities provided, and to 
make themselves thoroughly conversant with the policy 
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and organisational decisions of the Party, and the 
scientific principles of Marxism. 

The Branch. The Branch consists of all members 
living in a given locality and all factory groups within 
that locality. 

Members in factories, mines, railway depots and other 
industrial and commercial undertakings, where three or 
more Party members are employed, are organised in 
groups under the Branch. Other groups on an area or 
other basis, may be set up by the Branch for the purpose 
of organising the work of members not in factory groups. 

The Branch is led by the Branch Committee which s 
elected at the Annual General Meeting of the Branch, 
or at a general meeting specially summoned for this 
purpose. The Branch Committee is responsible for the 
whole of the Party organisation in the area under its 
control. The Branch Committee elects its own officers. 

Branch meetings are open to sympathisers and are 
held fortnightly or monthly. 

The District. The District Committee leads the 
entire work of the Party within a given district and 
directs the work of all the Branches in that district. It 
is elected at an annual congress of the Branches 
concerned. 

The District Committee meets at least once monthly. 
To conduct its daily work it elects smaller committees 
from its own members. 

The District Committee elects its own officers. The 
appointment of the Secretary is, however, subject to 
ratification by the Central Committee. ; 

The District Committee can form a number of 
Branches and groups into a city, county or area organisa- 
tion covering a given part of the district. The city, 
county or area committees which work under the control 
of the district committees, are elected at annual 
congresses. 



The Central Committee. The Central Committee 
is elected by majority vote at the National Congress of 
the Communist Party. It carries out Congress decisions, 
and, in the time between Congresses, it is empowered 
to make decisions on any question facing the Communist 
Party. 

Its size is decided upon by the National Congress. Its 
members must have been active in the Communist 
Party for at least three years. It holds frequent meetings. 

The Central Committee organises various depart- 
ments and committees to carry out specialised work, 't 
controls and supervises all the political and organisa- 
tional work of the Communist Party; appoints the 
editors of its press who work under its control and 
leadership; and organises and guides all undertakings of 
importance for the Communist Party. 

To enable the Communist Party's work to be super- 
vised and controlled between the meetings of the Central 
Committee, the latter elects a Political Bureau. This 
meets once a week. For conducting the permanent 
routine work, the Central Committee appoints a General 
Secretary and two Assistant Secretaries, who, together, 
constitute the Secretariat. The Political Bureau and the 
Secretariat are responsible to the Central Committee. 

The National Congress. The National Congress 
is the highest authority of the Communist Party. It is 
convened by the Central Committee at periods not 
exceeding two years. The Central Committee is also 
empowered to convene special conferences when neces- 
sary. 

The National Congress is composed of delegates from 
the Branches and District Committees. The delegates 
are elected on the basis of the numerical strength of the 
organisation which appoints them. 

Draft resolutions and reports of the Central Com- 
mittee to the Party Congress are issued two months prior 
to the date fixed for the Congress. Discussion takes 
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place in all Party organisations and in the Party Press 
on the main resolution asnd the problems coming before 
the Congress. During this discussion all Party organi- 
sations have the right to adopt amendments to the draft 
resolutions submitted by the Central Committee. 

The duties of the National Congress are : 

(a) Receiving reports of the Central Committee and 
the Control Commission. 

(b) Deciding questions of Party Programme. 

(c) Formulating resolutions on all political and 
organisational questions. 

(d) Electing the Central Committee and the Control 
Commission. 

The Control Commission. The Party Congress 
elects a Control Commission for the following purposes: 

(a) To maintain and strengthen Party unity and 
discipline. 

(b) To investigate any complaints which may be re- 
ferred to it by the Central Committee and to 
make suggestions for dealing with these; 

(c) To undertake any special enquiry at the request 
of the Central Committee or with its sanction. 

(d) To investigate complaints made by individual 
members, Branches or Districts, and to submit 
their opinions on these to the Central Com- 
mittee for definite decision. 

(e) To audit the financial accounts of the Central 
Committee and to supervise the accounts of the 
District Committees. 

The number of members composing the Control 
Commission is decided upon by the Party Congress. 

Party Discipline. Breaches of Party discipline by 
individual members, financial irregularities, as well as 
any conduct or action detrimental to the prestige of the 
Party and harmful to the best interests of the Party and 
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icrctorc of the working class, may be punished either 
by censure, public censure, removal from responsible 
posts or by expulsion from the Party. 

Charges against any individual member must be 
formulated in writing. The Branch has the right to 
decide on disciplinary measures, including recommenda- 
tion for expulsion, and the member concerned has the 
fullest right to participate in the discussion on his case. 
Recommendations for expulsion must be referred to the 
District Committee for decision. 

The maximum care, comradely concern and thorough 
consideration of the grounds for accusation presented 
against a Party member is ensured when deciding 
questions regarding expulsions from the Party. Measures 
of education and persuasion are applied in cases of minor 
offences and not expulsion from the Party which is the 
highest measure of Party action. 

Party members have the right to appeal against any 
disciplinary action to the Central Committee of the 
National Congress. Such decisions are in the meantime 
upheld. 

Affiliations. The Communist Party of Great 
Britain is affiliated to the Communist International 
which consists of the Communist Parties of all countries. 
It participates in Congresses of the Communist Inter- 
national and is represented on its Executive Committee. 

Resolutions and decisions of International Congresses 
are considered and acted upon by the National Congress, 
or between Congresses by the Central Committee. 

The Communist Party may affiliate to other bodies in 
cases where the association of activities is in the best 
interests of the working class. 
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......... 

HOW you can 

Become a member of the 
COMMUNIST PARTY 

Simply fill in this Application Form for Membership of 
the Communist Party, cut it out, and post to The 
Communist Party of Great Britain, 16 King Street, 
Covent Garden, London, W.C.2, or send to or hand 
in at any of the addresses overleaf. 

NAME 

(in capital letters, please) 

ADDRESS 



WHAT 

YOU SHOULD READ 

A Basic Socialist I Ah vara 

for 2s Ud 



I. History of the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks), (1/6), 
2. Manifesto of the Communist Party, by 
Marx and Engels (4d.). 3. Foundations of 
Leninism, by Stalin (I/-). 4. The German 
Attack on the U.S.S.R.. speeches by Stalin, 
Molotov. Litvinov, June 22-July 8, 1941 
(2d.). 5. Communist Party : Course for 
New Members (Id.). 
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CENTRA L. BOOKS 
Ltd. 

2 Parton Street, 
Loncon, W.C.1 

or from any of the 
Bookshops It I s t • d 
overleaf. 
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WHERE 

YOU CAN APPLY 
to JOIN the 

nmunist Party 



LONDON: 38 Clerkenwell Green, 
K.C.I. 

SCOTLAND: 221 West George St., 
Glasgow. C.l. 

MANCHESTER: 88 Rusholme 
Road, Manchester. 13. 

LIVERPOOL: 18a Norton St. 

NEWCASTLE: 2 Clayton St. 

SHEFFIELD: Room 7. 2 Cam- 
bridge Arcade. I'instone St. 

NOTTINGHAM: 21 Matlock St., 
North Sherwood St. 

LEEDS: ;,i Francis St.. Leeds, 7. 

BIRMINGHAM : 43> I!. Moway 
Mead, Birmingham. 2. 

CARDIFF: 9 St. Andrew's Cres- 

BRISTOL: 28 Kllbroad Street, 
Bristol, l. 



NORTH WALES: 30 Temple Row, 
Wrexham. Denbighshire. 

READING: 142 Oxford Rd. 

Bedford: St. John's Chambers, 

HI St. John St.. Bedford. 

EAST ANGLIA : 10 Avondale 
Road, Ipswich. 

KENT: 88 Luton Road. Chatham. 

SUSSEX: 00 Trafalgar Street. 
Brighton. 

HAMPSHIRE & DORSET : S Bur- 
gate Buildings. High Street, 
Southampton, 

DEVON A CORNWALL: 8ft Al- 
ii ilngnm Road, Kxeter; and c/o 
The Bookshop. 7 Clifton Street. 
Plymouth. 



leading Bookshops 

Where you can be certain of getting 
all Communist Publications 



LONDON 

Thames Bookshops Ltd. 

Brandies at: 
Stepney: 19 White- 

church Lane B.L 
Hayes (Middx.): S3 

Station Road. 

Camden Town: 45 

Parkway; N.w.l. 

South-East: 91 Peck- 
ham High St., S.E.I. 

Act n: 2 Church Road, 
W.l. 

South-west: 28 Mitcham 
Rd.. Tooting Broad- 
way. S.W.I 7. 

Birkenhead: Mrs. N. 
Conlthard. 13 Green- 
wny Rd. 

Birmingham: Key 
Books. 42 Ilolloway 
Head L and Colon- 
nade Passage, New 
Street. 

Bradford- The People's 
Bookshop. 60 Thorn- 



Bristol: West of Eng- 
land People's Book- 
shop, 28 Kllbroad St. 
Cambridge: Maclaurin's 
BooksIiop, Rose Cres- 
cent, 

Caruui: South Wales 
Bookshop. 52 Charles 
Street. 

Cha ham : Progressive 
Books. 88 Luton Rd. 

Cov:ntry: 1. Klen. 2 
Innis Road. 

Exeter: People's Book- 
shop. 8 New Bridge 
Street 

Glasgow: Collet's Book- 
shop, la Duridas Sr. 

Gloucester: The Left 
Bookshop. 124 Barton 
Street 

Leeds: Progressive 
Bookshop. 45 Wood- 
house Lane. 

Liverpool: Norton 
Bookshop, 18 Norton 
Street. 



Collet's 

13 Hang- 



Manchester: 

Bookshop, 
ing Ditch. 
Newcastle • on - Tyne: 

People's Bookshop. 
118 Westgate Road. 

Nottingham: 189 Hunt- 
ingdon Street 

Oxford: The Bookshop, 
96 llythe Bridge St. 

Reading: People's 
Bookshop, S3 London 
Street. 

Sheffield: The Sheffield 
Bookshop. 85 Carver 
Street. 

Stockton-on-Tees : Peo- 
ple's Bookshop, 14 
Nelson Terrace. 

Swinoon : People's 

Bookshop. 73d Com- 
mercial Road. 
Worcester: Modern 
Books, 29 Lowes- 



